20           ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
this island of Espanola certain ships which occasioned us much
alarm because it was not known whence they came or whether they
were friends. This alarm increased when their number and size
became definitely known. They were 31, or 34 according to some,
and it was observed that they neither sought to enter nor passed on
elsewhere, In fine, for whatever might follow we began to make
ready with all possible diligence and vigilance.
Although the galley which Your Majesty has here was in such bad
condition that it could not put to sea, with certain artillery it was so
placed that if the enemy fleet should enter by the port it could do
much damage.
The fortress was made as ready as possible and we scuttled two
vessels on the middle of the bar so that the enemy could not cross.
In short, we took what measures the state of affairs and the
imminence of the danger permitted.
Because every inhabitant assured us that no ships could enter or
damage us in any part except by way of this port and bar, we bent
every effort to defending that quarter, contenting ourselves with
sending look-outs to points on land whence anything could be feared.
Meanwhile the few men, foot and horse, who could be assembled
were marshalled in military order.
Further, we sent responsible persons to speak with the said ships,
who, finally, although they did not approach very near, by some
indications which they observed recognized that they were English.
These precautions kept us busy through the whole night, which
was one of great strain because we did not know what to expect or
what these vessels were doing until next morning when we went out
to see and gathered that they were gradually drawing off, since not
half their number remained in sight and those which were visible
were withdrawing, to no small relief of all. This relief was of short
duration, for presently they reappeared and within a few hours
began to take up positions off this city in an ugly manner.
About twelve o'clock on Saturday, which was the nth instant,
came word that at Boca de Hayna, which is three leagues from the
city, a thousand men had landed and were advancing by land. Of
these more than 800 (p. 2) were musketeers. They were advancing
rapidly on the city in handsome array.
This news threw all the residents of this city into such consterna-
tion that it was immediately evident what an unhappy outcome
must ensue, for there were no munitions or force of men to offer
resistance.
Nevertheless, what horse there was and some harquebusiers